Guideline for labeling of scented candles
according CLP regulation.
1. What is CLP regulation?

The Classification, Labelling and Packaging (CLP) Regulation ((EC) No
1272/2008) is based on the United Nations’ Globally Harmonised System (GHS)
and its purpose is to ensure a high level of protection of health and the
environment, as well as the free movement of substances, mixtures and articles.
The CLP Regulation amended the Dangerous Substances Directive (67/548/EEC
(DSD)), the Dangerous Preparations Directive (1999/45/EC (DPD)) and
Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH), and since 1 June 2015, is the only
legislation in force in the EU for classification and labelling of substances and
mixtures.
2. How does it apply to candles?

In CLP regulation Title I, General Issues, Article 2, Definitions 8. candle is
defined as a mixture:

CLP regulation Title I, General Issues, Article 4, point 4. Says that candle, which
is classified as hazardous has to be labeled and packed accordingly:

3. Labeling of scented candles.
Article 17
General rules
1. A substance or mixture classified as hazardous and contained in packaging shall bear a
label including the following elements:
(a) the name, address and telephone number of the supplier;
(b) the nominal quantity of the substance or mixture in the package made available to the
general public, unless this quantity is specified elsewhere on the package;
(c) product identifiers as specified in Article 18 (see point 3.1.);
(d) where applicable, hazard pictograms in accordance with Article 19 (see point 3.2.);
(e) where applicable, signal words in accordance with Article 20 (see point 3.3.);
(f) where applicable, hazard statements in accordance with Article 21 (see point 3.4.,
table 3.4.6);
(g) where applicable, the appropriate precautionary statements in accordance with Article
22 (see table 3.4.7);
(h) where applicable, a section for supplemental information in accordance with Article
25.
2. The label shall be written in the official language(s) of the Member State(s) where the
substance or mixture is placed on the market, unless the Member State(s) concerned
provide(s) otherwise.
Suppliers may use more languages on their labels than those required by the Member
States, provided that the same details appear in all languages used.

3.1. Product identifiers

3.2. Hazard pictograms
Candles, which have to be marked with below shown hazard pictogram, are
classified in Skin sensitizer category 1. ANNEX I, 3.Part: Health hazards,
3.1.3.3.1

3.3. Signal words.
1. The label shall include the relevant signal word in accordance with the
classification of the hazardous substance or mixture.
2. The signal word relevant for each specific classification is set out in the tables
indicating the label elements required for each hazard class in Parts 2 to 5 of
Annex I.
3. Where the signal word ‘Danger’ is used on the label, the signal word ‘Warning’
shall not appear on the label.

3.4. Hazard statements
1. The label shall include the relevant hazard statements in accordance with the
classification of the hazardous substance or mixture.
2. The hazard statements relevant for each classification are set out in the tables
indicating the label elements required for each hazard class in Parts 2 to 5 of
Annex I.
3. Where a substance is included in Part 3 of Annex VI, the hazard statement
relevant for each specific classification covered by the entry in that Part shall be
used on the label, together with the hazard statements referred to in paragraph 2
for any other classification not covered by that entry.
4. The hazard statements shall be worded in accordance with Annex III.

ANNEX II Special rules for labeling and packaging of certain substances and
mixtures. 2.8.

4. Labeling, where mixture/candle is classified as hazardous.
4.1. Placement of label.
CLP requires that the labels are firmly affixed to one or more surfaces of the
immediate container of mixture and that they must be readable horizontally when
the package is set down normally. The label elements themselves, in particular the
hazard pictograms, must stand out clearly from the background. Furthermore, all
label elements must be of such size and spacing as to be easily read. They must be
clearly and indelibly marked. A physical label is not required when the label
elements are shown clearly on the packaging itself.

4.2. Size of label and label elements

The exact size of the letters of the signal words, hazard statements, precautionary
statements and any supplemental information is not further defined in the legal text, i.e. it
is left to the discretion of the supplier to determine the size of the letters that allow the
label elements to be easily read. However, the minimum letter size of 1.2 mm (‘x-height’)
can be used as a reference.
CLP links the size of the hazard pictograms to the minimum dimensions of the label.
The minimum size label can only accommodate 10 x 10 mm pictograms; these 1 cm2
pictograms are the smallest allowed and can be used only if there is no space for the
larger ones. A pictogram of at least 16 x 16 mm must always be used if this is possible.
The packaging of a mixture/candle can be so small or in such a shape or form that it is
impossible to display the label elements in line with the requirements of CLP Article 31.
In particular, it may be impossible for the label to be read horizontally when the package
is set down normally or the label elements are of insufficient size and spacing as to be
easily read.
In this situation the label elements defined under CLP Article 17 may be provided
either on
- fold-out labels; or
- tie-on tags; or
- outer packaging.

4.3. Content, quality and design of a fold-out label
A fold-out label generally consists of three parts:
 The front page must contain at least:
-

the product identifier (Article 18(2) for substances, Article 18(3)(a)for mixtures);
Please note that for mixtures, the product identifier on the front and back page
does not need to specify all the components contributing to the classification of
the mixture;

-

hazard pictogram(s) (Article 17(1)(d));

-

signal words in all languages of the label (Article 17(1)(e) (in alphabetical order);

-

nominal quantity (packages made available to the general public, unless specified
elsewhere in the package) (Article 17(1)(b));

-

contact details of supplier(s) (name, address and phone number);

-

a reference to the full safety information inside the fold-out label, for example:
“safety information, see inside” in all languages of the label or a symbol to inform
a user that the label can be opened and to illustrate that additional information is
available on inside pages;

-

an abbreviation of the language (country code or language code);to avoid nonstandard or confusing abbreviations it is recommended to use the language code
according to e.g. ISO 639-1;

Inside page(s) should contain:
-

full labelling information (except for the hazard pictogram and the supplier
identification) as required by Article 17(1) of CLP (including supplemental
information) for each language mentioned on the front page and grouped by
language, for example one language per page (in alphabetical order);

-

an abbreviation of the language featured at the top of each of the inside pages
(country code or language code).

The back page should repeat the information given on the front page, except for the

indication of the different languages in the inner layers.

-

4.4. Specific rules for labeling of outer packaging, inner packaging and single
packaging.
Article 33, point 2.:
2. Where the outer packaging of a package is not required to meet labelling provisions
in accordance with rules on the transport of dangerous goods, both the outer and any
inner packaging, including any intermediate packaging, shall be labelled in accordance
with this Regulation. However, if the outer packaging permits the inner or intermediate
packaging labelling to be clearly seen, the outer packaging need not be labelled.

5. Label examples
5.1. Example of candle label front and backside, where candle is classified as
hazardous.

Name of supplier and contactinfo.

Example of candle carton label

Name of supplier and contactinformation

5.2. Example of labels where candle is not classified as hazardous, but containing
at least one substance classified as sensitizing.
Special rules for labeling and packaging of certain substances and mixtures.
Label on the mixture not classified as sensitizing, but containing at least one
substance classified as sensitizing has to contain sentence:
Contains (name of sensitizing substance). May produce an allergic reaction.

Example of candle label front and backside

Name of supplier and contactinformation

Example of candle carton label

Name of supplier and contactinfo

